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Worksheet answers—
Chapter 2 Ancient Egypt
Worksheet 2.1—Ancient Egypt map
1
Approximately 250 kilometres.

2
Approximately 5650 kilometres. Suggest students lay a piece of coloured cotton carefully along the length of the river, moving it gently to follow its curves. The length of cotton will be approximately 11.3 cm. So, if 1 cm on scale = 250 kilometres, 11.3 cm = 11.3 x 250 = 2825 km. Two times this distance, there and back = 5650 kilometres. 

3
a
Rocky sections of fast-flowing water in a river (e.g. rapids).

b
There are six cataracts on the Nile River.

4
The terrain surrounding Lake Victoria is of a higher altitude.

5
To the west: desert; to the south-east: elevated land, including mountains.

6
Atbara River: north-west; Arab River: west-south-west.

7
a
Ancient Egypt lay within the north-east region of the continent of Africa. It was made up of a narrow strip of land lying either side of the Nile River from its delta southwards. To the east lay a narrow strip of desert (Arabian Desert) and the Red Sea; to its north lay the Mediterranean Sea. 

b
The Aswan Dam lies on the Nile River approximately 800 kilometres south of Cairo. It is south of the 1st cataract.

Worksheet 2.2—Farm like an Egyptian
1
a
i
Lower panel, right-hand side

ii
Lower panel, centre


iii
Upper panel, left


iv
Lower panel, just to the right of centre


v
Lower panel, left


vi
Lower panel, just to the left of centre


vii
Lower panel, to right of overseer in left-hand corner


viii
Upper panel, right


ix
Lower panel, centre, below fruit picker


x
Upper panel, to the right of centre

b
i
Shomu.
 
ii
Because that was the time of the Inundation, when the Nile River flooded.

iii
15° or 16°C, depending on how accurately students read the climograph at Source 2.6.
2
a
dry, hot, sandy, sunny, desert
b
Yes. Many of the characters are bare-chested, wearing short tunics or loin cloths. Most appear also to be bare-footed. This attire would be typical of a dry, hot, sunny climate.
c
Such a location would make a constant water source essential. The flooding of the Nile provided this, but too much flooding would sometimes have been a challenge. Another challenge would have been the work required to lift and channel river water into canals and dams.

3
a
October. The land is not flooded, but there is evidence it has recently flooded. The Inundation occurred between June and October. There is evidence that farmers are preparing the soil for planting crops and boundary lines on fields have yet to be fixed. These scenarios would not have been typical of January or May.

b
Turning over the soil to prepare it for planting; harvesting papyrus at the water’s edge (used for food as well as to make paper); digging and preparing drainage channels for irrigation; using a shaduf; preparing a dam around remaining flood water; overseeing stock (e.g. sheep/goats etc.); sowing grain in a prepared field.
4
a
Farming was vital for the survival of the people. Food crops could only be grown around the fertile river lands of the Nile. Grain was stored so that people could still have food should the floods at any one time not replenish the silt and water needed.

b
The Nile River provided the growing civilisation with fresh water (for drinking, washing and irrigation). It also provided a means of transport for a people who lived in the centre of desert country.
Worksheet 2.3—Look cool
1
Items added to the body shape might include:

For a man

•
white short linen tunic
•
a coloured skirt sitting over a short tunic that parts in the front in a V-shape
•
white long garment (a bit like a sarong)
•
sandals
•
white T-shirt top, perhaps lined with a strip of colour at the neck and armholes
•
an elaborate, jewelled collar
•
one of the items of head gear worn by the pharaoh if representing the pharaoh
•
false beard if representing the pharaoh
•
metal armbands and ankle bands

For a woman

•
long, close-fitting dress (that may contain panels of pleats)
•
long short-sleeved tunic
•
a decorated overshirt with loose arms that parts in the front to reveal the tunic underneath
•
an elaborate, jewelled collar
•
a wig and fat cone
•
a crown (such as worn by Nefertiti on page 40) if representing a royal lady
•
earrings
•
metal armbands and ankle bands

Items added to the face shape might include:

For a man

•
elaborate eye make-up (black eyeliner and eyebrow liner)
•
a plain black wig
•
a fat cone (if wearing a wig)
•
ringed gold earrings (if a royal person)
•
one of the items of head gear worn by the pharaoh if representing the pharaoh (including the uraeus)
•
a false beard (if representing the pharaoh)
•
a bald head (if representing a slave, or a priest)

For a woman

•
elaborate eye make-up (black eyeliner and eyebrow liner)
•
an elaborate and decorated black wig
•
elaborate earrings (if a royal person)
•
a fat cone (if wearing a wig)
•
red cheeks and lips
•
green, silver or grey eyeshadow

Labels should include points such as these:

•
white clothing reflected the heat
•
minimal clothing was suitable for a hot, sunny climate
•
cloth made from natural material such as flax allowed the body to ‘breathe’ by not trapping 

perspiration close to the skin. Evaporating perspiration was cooling.
•
cloth was thin for those who could afford it, even transparent, to maximise cooling
•
many went barefoot; some wore open sandals
•
heavy eye make-up was believed to protect the eyes from dust, glare and infection
•
wigs provided a protection against the sun, especially for those with bald heads
•
cones of perfumed fat, placed on top of the head, melted in the heat, thus cooling the skin
•
shaved heads were common, allowing sweat from the head to evaporate quickly (and cool 

the skin)

Worksheet 2.4—Make a mummy
This activity sheet is not suitable for an answer. It is ideally suited as a student response to the illustration shown on pages 44–5 of Oxford Big Ideas Humanities 1. It will actively engage bodily/kinaesthetic and visual/spatial skills and give students an opportunity to use and develop their interpersonal skills by working together on the task in teams. 

It is recommended that group members complete much of the preparatory work listed on the activity sheet as a homework task; reserve only the ‘mummification’ process itself as a class activity. Dispose of the organic material (including the mummified doll) fairly promptly, as it will quickly become smelly.

The second task on the activity sheet, where students respond individually, is pitched at key standards for the Managing Personal Learning dimension (Personal Learning domain).
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Worksheet 2.5—Make papyrus
Along the banks of the Nile River.





The peeled stems of the papyrus plant were cut into thin strips and laid vertically.





A second layer was placed horizontally on top of the first.





The strips were then gently pounded with a mallet to release sticky juices that stuck the reeds together.





The gluey sheet of papyrus was pressed flat and covered with a layer of linen, and stone weights placed on top of it.








The linen absorbed moisture as it dried under pressure.





Papyrus was used as paper, primarily by scribes, to keep records, give written instructions, etc.
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